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As we look back on FY2025 at Dakota Lions Sight & Health, I am filled with immense gratitude 
and pride for the progress we’ve made together in fulfilling our Mission of Helping to Enable the 
Restoration of the Gifts of Sight & Health. This past year has been one of growth, innovation, and 
deepened community impact — achievements that would not have been possible without your 
continued partnership and support.

Building on the foundation of previous years, we have expanded programs that invest directly 
in our communities and strengthen our shared Mission. Our Restoration of Sight & Health 
Scholarship Program continues to grow, supporting students in South Dakota and North Dakota 
who are pursuing careers in a healthcare related field. 

Our Expanded Vision Program also reached new milestones this year. Working alongside local 
foundations and partners, we provided direct financial assistance to seven individuals receiving 
sight and health-restoring surgeries. These stories of renewed hope and restored ability remind 
us of the life-changing impact that comes from collaboration and compassion.

One of our most significant growth areas continues to be the Birth Tissue Donation Program — 
a pioneering effort that remains unique in our region. This year, we expanded our partnerships 
with hospitals and healthcare providers, increasing awareness among new mothers about the 
opportunity to donate this invaluable, health-restoring tissue.

Since the program’s inception, we are proud to have facilitated more than 4,000 transplants in 
our service area — a milestone that stands as a testament to the generosity of donors and the 
dedication of our team.

As we look ahead to the coming year, we are excited to continue this momentum. Our focus for 
FY2026 is on strengthening our education and outreach efforts, enhancing donation processes, 
and further refining our Tissue Donation Program so that it becomes the standard of care across 
the region. None of this is possible without you — our supporters, partners, and advocates —  
who help make our Mission a reality every day.

I invite you to take pride in the lives you’ve helped transform through 
your involvement with Dakota Lions Sight & Health. Every contribution, 
every act of kindness, and every word of advocacy plays a vital role in 
restoring the gifts of sight and health for those who need them most.
Thank you for your unwavering dedication to our Mission and for helping us illuminate 
a brighter, healthier future for our communities.

Greetings.

Sincerely,

Marcy Dimond
Marcy Dimond, CEBT, CTBS 
Chief Executive Officer
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Financial Summary

2025 by the Numbers

Support and Revenue
Operations $9,298,546

Contributions/Fundraising $60,460

Other Revenue $493,572

Total Support and Revenue: $9,852,578

Expenses
Lab/Program Expenses $6,009,298

Administrative Expenses $919,720

Other Expenses $26,324

Total Expenses: $6,955,342 Increase to Net Assets: $2,897,237

525+
EYE AND TISSUE DONORS

4,028+
BIRTH TISSUE DONORS

595+
CORNEA TRANSPLANTS

94% 
Operations

1% 
Contributions/Fundraising

5% 
Other Revenue

86% 
Lab/Program Expenses

13% 
Administrative Expenses

.3% 
Other Expenses



It has taken me about a year to write this to you as I am not very good 
at articulating my feelings. I want you to know how grateful I am for 
the gift of your loved one’s cornea. It pains me deeply to know you had 

to suffer the loss of this person for me to benefit from this gift. Thank you so very much for this gift 
as it has helped me to lead a normal life. Again… I am so so very sorry for your loss!! 

P.S. Being able to see all the beauty around us so clearly is such a great blessing! Again, I am so sorry 
it comes as a devastating loss to you.

Hello Vickie, I am very grateful for your appreciation of Mary’s gift, and I understand 
very much how time can pass so quickly. I am living that myself. The past year in 
some ways has seemed to drag on, but before I knew it the first year was behind us. 

I have taken great comfort, especially in the first couple of weeks of her passing, that Mary decided to 
become a donor. She added it to her license the renewal before it happened. We had discussed why I am 
a donor, but she never mentioned that she was going to declare. That act of kindness and compassion was 
important for my dealing with her absence. It still provides comfort to me as I miss her. 

Please know you are a welcome addition to her legacy. I have gained strength knowing she continues 
to help several individuals. Mary was a very kind, loving person and helped youth, our church, and our 
community. We spent so much of our time together helping others, educating, and care giving. I have been 
able to continue with some of these groups to keep close to her memory.

If you would like to know more about Mary, I am happy to share. I am interested in learning more about you 
as well. But please do not feel obligated. I am satisfied knowing that the donation was well received and 
appreciated. 

I wish you well and hope you enjoy the beauty around us for many years. I am getting ready to plant 
flowers in a couple of weeks. A continued fundraiser for one of Mary’s special organizations, Destination 
Imagination. Flowers for our home and flowers for our church. But no marigolds this year. For some reason, 
Mary didn’t really like the color orange or marigolds. So, no marigolds. At least not this year. Cheers,

Donor's Spouse

Kirk
Donor's Recipient 

Vickie

Kirk:

Focused Stories

Vickie:

LIVES TOUCHED 
BY OTHER 

TRANSPLANTS.

10,000+



BIRTH TISSUE 
DONATIONS 
THIS YEAR.

4,028+

Emily  
Paris

How the Donation Process Works.
While Emily knew she wanted to donate ahead of time, many expecting mothers 
aren’t aware of the ability to donate. Most of our partner hospitals have on-site 
coordinators who meet with mothers when they arrive at the hospital to give birth 
to present the option of participating in our Birth Tissue Donation Program. The 
paperwork and medical questionnaire take no more than 20 minutes. 

“The Dakota Lions Sight & Health team was kind and speedy during the 
process,” Emily said. “They made it so easy to donate, which I appreciated.”

Birth tissue is collected without disruption to birthing or post-birth and brings no 
risk to the mother or baby. Keeping the full focus of birth on the mom and baby will 
always be the priority. 

Before Emily Paris was pregnant with her first child, she’d never heard of donating birth 
tissue, also called placenta tissue. In a conversation with a neighbor who worked for 
Dakota Lions Sight & Health, she learned that donating her placenta could help dozens 
of people — at no risk to her or her baby. She was immediately interested in hearing more.

One Donation Helps up to 75 People.
The more Emily learned about donating her birth tissue, the fact that stuck out to her 
most was that one placenta can help up to 75 people. When transferred, birth tissue 
becomes the support structure for new cell growth anywhere in or on the body. Its 
adaptability enables it to be used in a wide range of patient treatments such as healing 
traumatic burns or skin infections, protecting nerves during surgery, treating dry eye,  
and more. 

After learning how many people she could help, the decision to donate was simple. 
Emily’s baby girl was breech, so as she planned for a C-Section delivery, she told her 
husband she wanted to donate her placenta as part of her birth plan. 

"Donating your birth tissue helps so many people at no risk to you or your baby,” 
Emily said. “It’s really an amazing thing to do if you aren’t planning to keep your 
placenta. Knowing how many individual people one donation helps is really 
motivating. If we have a second child, I would plan to donate again."

Read More Donor Stories. 
To read more stories from donors, recipients 
and loved ones of donors, scan the QR code.

A MOTHER’S GIFT 
A Birth Tissue  
Donation Story



Thank You, Contributors
General 
Contributions 

J C Albin
Berneice Albright
Ed Askew
Automatic Building Controls
LaVonne Bangasser
Alan Bergeron
Becky Berreth
David Birger of Birgers by U
Robert Borgmann
Teresa Bosch
Allen and Gloria Brown
Phyllis Brown
Sheri Brunner
Mark Buehner
Dave Buelow
John and Deb Burgers
Marlys Carey
Eleanor Carlson
Jeannette Carroll
Deloris Christy
Edward Corvi
Ronald and 
	 Frances Cummings
Dennis Dahl
Bill Davis
Joyce Deutsch
Sharon Devaney
Tom and Connie Earley
David Egbert
John and Karyn Ehrenfeldt
Keith and Susan Eitreim
Karen Enge
Alice Engverson

Elinor Evenson
Kathy Exner
Faith Lutheran Chruch
Calvin Fercho
Kathryn Fitzgerald
Mary Anna Foss
Elizabeth Fossen
Scott Fratzke
Janice Friedrichsen
Bonnie Fuerst
Verda Garms
Orleen Gilchrist
Gordon Goens
Edward Goesch
Iona Goeser
Mason Goodenow
Gretchen Graff
Dorine Green
Frank Gruber
Walter Gubelman
Robert Guetter
Jane Gustafson
John Haack
Darrell Haaland
Dana Haan
Maureen Haisch
Kevin and Christine 
Halvorson
Linda Hamann
Roberta Hansen
Carol Hanson
Ron Hanson
Audrey Harder
Leanne Havlik
Clayton and Peggy Hedman
Rocky Hedstrom
Sheri Heilman

Ron Hein
Cheryl Hensley
David and Mary Hepper
Karen Hespe
Dennis Hines
Marlene Hippe
Gary Hittle
Gene Hjelm
Norma Holm
Norma Holm
Donna Houtsma
Ralph Hurlbert
Bill Iverson
Jim and Cheryl Iverson
Janice Janssen
Elwood Johnson
Mary Johnson
Eunice Johnston
Gary Jordheim
Vernon and JoDean Joy
Muriel Kanengieter
Kerwin Kjelstrom
Ken Klipfel
Sharon Koller
Delorus Krizan
Debra Lampert
Richard Larsen
Linda Larsen
Ronald Lauer
Jim and Carol Leach
Shelby Lien
DiAnn Loll
Brenda Lynner
Bill Mack
Ronald Mackey
Robert Madsen
Debra Malmanger

Ron Mannz
Joan Marlette
LaVae Marquardt
Mary Ann Marshall
Vance and Shirley Masteller
Mary McQuillen
Harlen Meinsma
Charles Meis
Sari Merriman
Alayne Meyer
Susan Mitzner
Steven Mohwinkel
Peggy Monette
Debra Mundt
Darrel and Billie Mutchler
Gary Natterstad
Nordstrom’s Automotive, Inc.
Joyce Norgren
Gloria Pack
Abbie Pagone
Janet Petersen
Harriet Pexsa
Steve Podrygula
Pauline Poletes
Roland and Rita Pond
Ann Poss
Dennis Purvis
Gerald and Deborah Raabe
Alvetta Rafert
Rorie Reynolds
Judith Riley
Galen Roark
Patricia Rogers
Dan Ruffelle
Carol Rydberg
SCHEELS
Scott and Glenda Schempp

Together, with your 
support, we will  

keep illuminating 
the path to hope  

and healing.

continued on next page



Everine Schipper
Conrad Schmidt
Garry and Gloria Scott
Dick Simpson
Gerry Skindelien
David Smith
Sheryl Spencer
Bob Spenner
Travis Spier
Doris Splichal
Mary Splonskowski
Paul Spolar
Valerie Stevens
Cindie Stoebner
Shirley Sundem
Brian and Ann Temple
Diane Togstad
Connie Tucker
Sandy Van Kley
Audley Van Peursem
L. Ronald Voshage
Lyle Wagner
Vickie Wahl
Alex Wenko
Beverly Wesley
West Nidaros WELCA
Thomas and Nancy White
Iona Mae Woldt
Kevin Wolfe
Joann Woodward
Marian Zieske

In Honor 
Contributions
 
DLSH Staff by Karl Koball
Vernon Joy by Keith and Candy Joy

In Memory 
Contributions
 

Donors by Fred Barg;
	 Terry Johnson; and Lori Riley
Megan Atkins by Vicki Doolin

Duane Bartmann by Bab Bartmann
Daniel Besonen by Ethel Besonen
Lonny Boese by  
	 Todd and Renee Augustad
Karen Braaten by 
	 Gladys Ambroson
Lorraine Bradley by Don Bradley
Barbara Birinie by Jerilyn Birnie
Kenneth Carlsen by Jeanne Nelson
Henry Carlson by Ted Thoms
Jeffrey Collins by  
	 Todd and Nancy Collins
Marianne Courey by 
	 Lennox Lions Club
Lenny DeVries by  
	 Lennox Lions Club
Art Fryslie by 
	 Willow Lake Lions Club
David Gibson by Joyce Gibson
Gary Haven by Robert Nixon
Jerry Houlton by Jeanne Houlton
Dr. Gerald Ihrke by Darwin Dirks
Douglas Jorgenson by 
	 June Van Asch
Vance Jury by Hope Jury
Lloyd Just by Elaine Just
Lyle Kirmis by Sharon Kirmis
Donald Knapp by Joanne Knapp
Josephine Kolecka by 
	 Monica Walder
Helma Lein by Douglas and 
	 Beverly Doolittle
Arlene Miller by Ingrid Lindberg
James and Annamelia Oglesby 
	 by Michael Oglesby
Ralph and Luella Palmer by Robert
	 and Luella Palmer Living Trust
Agnes Pape by Barbara Husk
Diane Price by David Price
LeRoy Rath by Charlotte Rath
Steve Rendahl by Robbin Rendahl
Carlyle Richards by 
	 Roland and Rita Pond
Gloria Rops by Lennox Lions Club

Lawrence Small by Mary Ingram
Susan Spangenberg by 
	 Clayton Spangenberg
Paul Stach by Shirley Stach
Jeff Timmerman by 
	 Harold and Corleen Timmerman
Lowell Van Lier by  
	 Colton Lions Club
Nancy Ward by Ronald Anderson
	 and Gary Ward
Jimmie Wright by Nancy Wright
Marguretta “Gretta” Yaeger by 
	 Marilyn Hanson

Lions Club 
Contributions
 

Arnegard Lions Club
Bismarck North Star Lions Club
Bowman Lions Club
Chaffee Lions Club
Custer Lions Club
Dell Rapids Lions Club
Dickinson Noon Lions Club
Grand Forks Red River Lions Club
Huron Noon Lions Club
Ipswich Lions Club
Lehr Lions Club
Mandan Lions Club
Minot Lions Club
Noonan Lions Club
Parkston Lions Club
Pettibone Lions Club
Pierre/Ft. Pierre Lions Club
Rapid City Downtown Lions Club
Redfield Lions Club
Sioux Falls Siouxrise Lions Club
Stanley Lions Club
Streeter Lions Club
Tulare Lions Club
Tuttle Lions Club
Wahpeton Headwaters Lions Club
Williston Lions Club
Yankton Lions Club

Parade of Green 
Contributions
 

Alexander Lions Club
Bismarck Capital City Lions Club
Bismarck North Star Lions Club
Bismarck Prairie Rose Lions Club
Carrington Lions Club
Elgin Lions Club
Emerado-Arvilla Lions Club
Fargo Lions Club
Grand Forks Lions Club
Grand Forks South Forks Lions Club
Hazen Lions Club
Jamestown Lions Club
Lake Metigoshe Lions Club
Mandan Dacotah Lions Club
Minot Magic City Lions Club
New England Lions Club
New Rockford Lions Club
Onida Wheatland Lions Club
Scranton Lions Club
South Heart Lions Club
Taylor Lions Club
Valley City Lions Club
Washburn Lions Club
Williston Korner Lions Club

Board of  
Directors
 

Tracy Wicken 
President 

Jody Bymers 
Vice President  

Kendall Kliewer 
Treasure 

Carolyn Lean 
Secretary 

Sari Merriman 
Karl Koball 
Tim Brown 
Dave Jackson 
Rick Swenson 
Mel Olson 
Arlen Fetch 
Ron Brandt 
Amelia Chiarenza 

Medical 
Directors
 

Brent Kramer, MD
Medical Director 
for Ocular Tissue

John Berdahl, MD 
Medical Director 
for Ocular Tissue

Michael Eide, MD 
Medical Director 
for Ocular Tissue

Michael Greenwood, MD 
Medical Director  
for Ocular Tissue

Michael Bauer, MD 
Medical Director 
for Non-Ocular Tissue

Thomas White, MD 
Medical Director Emeritus 
In memoriam 1943-2021

Thank You, Contributors



Our Mission
Helping to Enable the Restoration 

of the Gifts of Sight & Health.


